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Reply to Office action of 07/02/2004 



APP 1208 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



As requested by the Examiner attached is a copy of page 4 of the specification. 
Ai)plicants apologize for this inadvertent clerical error* 

/ 

Also attached is a copy of pages 373-383 of ""Applied Muhtvariate Analysis'*, 
ciied on page 15 of the specification. 

The Exaniiner has rejected claims 1, 2, 7, 12, 13, and 15-20 as anticipated, 35 
use 102(e), by U,S. Patent Application Publication 2002/008766 by Huffman et al 
(Huffman), claims 3, 8, 21 and 22 as unpatentable, 35 USC 103(a). over Huffman in view 
of Schuba et al patent 6,724 J33, and claims. 

In response thereto applicants are submitting a Rule 131 Declaration by co- 
inventor Ricardo V. Martija establishing the conception and successful reduction to 
practice of applicants' invention, as described in this specification and claimed herein, 
prior to December 19, 2000, the effective date of Huffman, Accordingly* reconsideration 
and allowance of claims 1 through 22 and allowance of this application are respectfully 
re<juested. However, if the Examiner deems it would in any way expedite the prosecution 
of this application, he is invited to telephone applicants' attorney at the number set forth 



below, — 



A petition for a one month extension of time is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted. 



R. V, Martija et al 




Atromey for Applicants 
Reg. No- 16154 
(732) 699-4465 
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APP 1208 

The description of the invention and the following description for caxrying out 
the best mode of the invention should not restrict the scope of the claimed invention. 
Both provide examples and explanations to enable others to practice the invention. 
The accompanying drawings, which form part of the description for carrying out the 
5 best mode of the invention, show several embodiments of the invention, and together 
with the description, explain the principles of the invention^ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the Figures: 

Figure I is a block diagram of a network that mcludes a host locator 
10 and a plurality of monitoring stations for determining geographical locations of hosts 
in the network, in accordance with methods and systems consistent with the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a block diagram of a host locator, in accordance with 
methods and systems consistent with the present invention; 
1 5 Figure 3 is a block diagram of a monitoring station, in accordance with 

- - methods and systems consistent with-the present invention; ^ ' - - 

Figure 4 is a flowchart of the steps performed by one or more 
monitoring stations for determining information about hosts in a networic, in 
accordance with methods and systems consistent with the present invention; and 
20 Figure 5 is a flowchart of the steps performed by a host locator for 

determining the geographical region of a host in a network based on sample hosts 
information determined by one or more monitoring stations in the network, in 
accordance with methods and systems consistent widi the present invention* 
BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 
25 Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the 

invention^ examples of which are illustrated in the acconq>anying drawings. 
Wherever possible, the same reference ntmibers will be used throughout the drawings 
to i^fer to the same or like parts. 

In accordance with an embodiment of the invention, a host locator and a 
30 plurality of monitoring stations are provided to determine tfie geographical regions of 
one or more hosts in a i^twork. The monitoring stations may be placed at different 
points in tfie network to get a broad cross-section of information about hosts in the 
network, A plurality of sample hosts in the network are preselected such that the 

-4- 
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